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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


Ca Please Order From: — 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


Dou Will Cherish Each Record of the 


Wonderful Ceremonies 
of the Election and Coronation of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII. 





Those who were privileged to witness or to hear by radio these 
impressive ceremonies on March 3 and March 10 last year experienced one 
of the great thrills of their lifetime. By means of electrically transcribed 
records you may have the supreme pleasure of renewing these events in 
your own home as often as you wish. 


A glorious gift for your 
church, school, family 
and friends. 


Benediction by the 
Holy Father, parts from 
the Mass on the day of 
Coronation, descriptions 
of the resplendent Elec- 
tion and Coronation cere- 
monies. . the silver trump- 
ets resounding from the 
dome of St. Peter’s — these 
are but a few of the 
impressive events perpetu- 
ated by these precious 
records. 

Be sure to order your album in time for the anniversaries of these 

glorious events — March 3 and 10. 

Three 12-inch records, assembled in a distinctive album bearing 

the likeness of His Holiness, available at the low price of $7.50. 


Order from: —~- KEY RECORDINGS, 103 Park Ave., New York City. 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 






































| Given for NEW Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


For ONE New Subscription 


One of the precious Scheyern Crosses with our booklet 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows. The cross, two inches in size, 
has been touched to a relic of the true Cross. The booklet explains 
the excellence and efficacy of devotion to the Sorrowful Mother; 
it likewise contains many prayers. 


For TWO New Subscriptions 


Nickel-bound Crucifix — 5 inches in size, a convenient size 
for daily use, especially by the sick. 


For THREE New Subscriptions 


Nickel-bound Crucifix — 6 inches in size; bright metal corpus 
2% inches in size. OR: — 


Black rosary — square beads on durable silver-plated chain. 
For FOUR New Subscriptions 


Passion Series — ten booklets of prayers and reflections on 
Our Lord’s Passion; ideal for Lenten reading and meditation. OR: 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — an ideal prayer-book 
for children, excellent for First Communicants; black or white 
leather binding, gold edge. 


For FIVE New Subscriptions 


Genuine Ebony Crucifix — beveled edges and oxidized corpus; 
7% inches in size. A beautiful Crucifix, light in weight, so that 
it may easily be held by a sick person. An ideal birthday or 
anniversary remembrance gift. 


The Dolorous Passion — according to the revelations of Anna 
Catherine Emmerich. A truly soul-stirring account of the suffer- 
ings of Our Redeemer and His holy Mother. A book which would 
be an asset to any home, and which is very valuable for the 
Lenten season. 


Please Mention Premium Desired. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Offering of the Merits of the Blessed Birgin to Appease Divine Justice 





In order to appease Thy Divine Justice, we offer Thee, O Lord, the merits 
acquired by Mary, Thy Mother and ours, when she stood at the foot of the Cross. — 
If Thou, O Lord, wilt mark iniquities, Lord, who shall abide it? 

(200 days’ indulgence.) 

(Many favors have been obtained by reciting the above Offering.) 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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The Hope of the World 





| HE world,” wrote Richard Wagner, the celebrated musical 
composer, “awaits deliverance from evil through physics 
and chemistry, but in vain. Jt is through the Savior, 
suffering of his own free will, that Redemption has come 
to all.” Although the great musician is not indeed an 
authority in matters of faith and morals, this saying of 
his expresses a profound truth of religion. He develops 
this theme in his masterpiece, the opera “Parsifal.” The characters in 
this great music-drama are wounded by the poisoned dart of sin and 
pleasure, but above the depressing shadows of their human failings 
shines the power of the Holy Grail — the Blood of the Son of God in ° 
the chalice of the Lord... Whoever looks up to It with faith and love 
will be saved. . 

Do we not find here also an apt picture of our present times? How 
many there are, wounded by the poisoned dart of sinful lusts, entangled 
in the meshes of degrading pleasures, enchained in the slavery of Satan 
by sinful habits which they cannot break! They, too, must seek deliver- 
ance from these evils in the Blood of Christ — that all-purifying Blood 
which alone can sustain the soul in its terrible struggle against the 
threefold power of the world, the flesh and the devil. Daily, hourly, 
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yes momentarily, this Fountain of Salvation, the Precious Blood of 
Christ, flows in saving streams upon our altars in the unbloody renewal 
of the Sacrifice of Calvary. Daily it is applied to souls in the sacrament 
of penance and given to them as nourishing food in the Holy Eucharist. 
And it is from this same Precious Blood that all the sacraments of the 
Church derive their efficacy, for the fruits of Redemption come to us 
only through the Blood of Christ. 


The Only Way to Peace 


This is a fundamental truth of Christianity. Because Wagner had 
made this article of faith the subject of his grandiose music-drama, it 
is said that the philosopher Nietzsche, the most radical of the atheists 
of the nineteenth century, separated from him indefinitely. The godless 
agitators of our present century likewise deny this saving truth and 
seek to bring to naught the Redemption wrought by the Blood of Christ. 
But the Church remains unshaken in her faith; her doctrine today is 
the same as that preached by the first apostles and disciples: “In whom 
(Christ) we have redemption through His Blood” (Eph. i. 7). To 
look for deliverance from evil elsewhere and from other powers con- 
tradicts the faith of Christian revelation. Not from lifeless matter, 
but from the living Spirit, not from technical and scientific achievements 
of human wisdom, but solely from the Eternal Wisdom of the only- 
begotten Son of God shedding His Divine Blood, is Redemption to be 
hoped for. The evils which afflict the world at the present time, as at 
all times in the past, can be cured only by spiritual remedies — not 
by physical or material medicaments. It is only by returning to God 
and observing His commandments that peace and order can be restored 
to mankind and to the world. 


Practical Piety 

In an impressive manner the Church inculcates this truth during 
the Lenten season, particularly during the last two weeks, the holy 
Passiontide. By her symbols of mourning and her solemn ceremonies 
she wishes not merely to honor Our Savior and to arouse our sympathy 
for His sufferings. She wishes above all that the memory of Christ’s 
Passion should produce worthy fruits of penance in our souls. Of 
what use would it be to weep tears of sympathy over the sufferings of 
Our Savior, if we did not seek to amend our lives and to root out of 
the world those evils which are the cause of His sufferings? This 
lesson our Lord Himself teaches us in the Eighth Station of the Way 


of the Cross. The Church wishes the Passion of Christ to become a 
vital force in the life of each of her children; she wishes it to exercise, 
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without ceasing, a saving and uplifting influence upon the world. 

This truth must permeate our hearts and minds. In this faith we 
must live. We must always come back to this fundamental truth in 
our thoughts, our prayers, our conversations and our actions. Only 
then shall we be true Catholics — wide-awake Catholics, alert to the 
conditions of our times, ready to grasp the wheel of the world, either 
to set it in motion or to bring it to a standstill, as the interests of God 
require. For our personal progress in the spiritual life as well as our 
power to exert a good influence on our times, our attitude toward this 
fundamental principle is decisive. 


A Remedy for All Ills 


If we would silence the “barking dog in our breast,” as a pagan 
philosopher calls our evil inclinations, we must seek strength in the 
Passion of Christ and in the Precious Blood which flows to us in the 
holy sacraments. If we would ward off the sinister spirit of selfishness 
and uncharitableness in word and work, we must drink often from the 
Fountain of Divine charity in Holy Communion. If we would prevent 
the demons from gaining the upper hand and from stirring up enmities 
and strifes among peoples and nations, we must seek to be united with 
God and with each other by the bonds of Divine and fraternal love 
through Him who broke the powers of Satan by a supreme act of love — 
the shedding of His Blood on the Cross. If we would be spared from 
the frightful scourge of war, which Benedict XV, the “Pope of Peace,” 
called a butchery of men, we must heal the wounds of the world by 
offering up in its behalf the redeeming Blood which was shed as a 
peace-offering to Divine Justice. 

Having paid the ransom of the world by the shedding of His Blood, 
it would seem Our Savior should have rested satisfied with this mighty 
deed of His love. But no, that was not enough for Him: He must give 
us His Flesh to eat and His Blood to drink in the holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, daily and hourly celebrated all over the world. Daily this same 
Precious Blood is ours to offer to the Heavenly Father, as a most power- 
ful means of appeasing His Divine justice, of converting sinners, of 
relieving the suffering souls, of expiating our own evil doings, and 
of imploring spiritual and temporal blessings for all mankind. Shall 
we be remiss in applying this powerful remedy when we ourselves and 
the world at large are so much in need of the healing powers which 
can be found only in the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ? 


Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, in 
expiation for my sins and for the wants of Holy Church. 
mhopoepe 








326 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


An Everlasting Memorial 





=q S THE shadows of evening were falling over the Cenacle 
in Jerusalem, our Blessed Savior bequeathed to us what 
He Himself called the Memorial of His Passion and 
Death. Amid the hushed silence of that upper chamber, 
the God-man “took bread, blessed, broke it and gave 
it to His disciples saying: “Take ye and eat, for this is 
My Body’” (Matt. xxvi. 26; Mark xiv. 22). Thus 
do the evangelists tell us in all simplicity of the 
institution of the wonderful memorial of the Passion and Death of 
Jesus. This miraculous multiplication of Himself, which Our Savior 
instituted on that first Holy Thursday evening, has been continued 
down through the centuries, and it is commemorated yearly in a special 
manner by Holy Church on each succeeding Holy Thursday. It is a 
day when the members of the Mystical Body of Christ strive in every 
way possible to show honor and reverence to the Blessed Sacrament. 
In instituting His Sacrament of Love, Our Lord said to His 
apostles: “Do this in memory of Me, who am about to be delivered 
up for the remission of your sins.” St. Paul adds: “Every time that 
you consecrate the Eucharist, you show the Death of the Savior.” 
What was it that induced our Blessed Lord to perpetuate among us the 
memory of His Passion? Jt was His desire that we should not forget 
the love He bore us, to the extent of dying on a Cross to redeem us; 
it was His desire that we should through the ages render to Him honor 
and glory in the same degree as He received outrage and dishonor 
during the Passion; it was His desire to receive here below, on this 
same earth where He suffered and died, the honor, the love and the 
adoration which are His due, and which He receives in heaven. 
Thus this duty of homage is one which has been strictly imposed 
upon us, as members of His Church, members of His Mystical Body. 
It is requisite that canticles of glory should ascend to our Eucharistic 
Savior to make reparation for the blasphemies and injuries which are 
ceaselessly heaped upon Him, adoration for derision, homage for out- 
rages; it is requisite that the sacred Flesh, wounded by blows, soiled 
by spittle, branded with suffering, should have tender and loving 
attentions lavished upon It; it is requisite that the Heart which was 
betrayed and forsaken, which endured the agony of abandonment, 
should find here upon earth, love and fidelity at least on the part of 
some of those for whom He died; and lastly, it is requisite that the 
God-man should receive from the whole world at least some return for 
His Passion and Death. 
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Ah, surely we who are so fortunate as to have been called within 
the fold of the elect ones of God should need no further inducement 
to pay honor and reverence to the Blessed Sacrament. Since it is only 
in the Blessed Sac- 
rament that we can 
find God here upon 
earth, let us press 
about this Adorable 
Sacrament in grati- 
tude and love, and 
render to Jesus, hid- 
den beneath the Sac- 
ramental veil, our 
worshipful homage 
as some slight return 
for His bitter suffer- 
ings. Let us spare 
no effort, on Holy 
Thursday especially, 
to give Him a wor- 
ship worthy of His 
sublime dignity. 


Thankscivi 

How very grateful 
should we not be to 
our Adorable Savior 
that He permits us, 
through the Blessed 
Sacrament, to repay 
Him in some meas- 
ure for His suffer- 
ings! Is it not 
On the Cross and in the Host, Jesus is the same always an immense 
Divine Victim of love, showering gracesonthe world. <aticfaction to us to 
be able to repay the debt we owe a fellow creature? Do not 
the benefits conferred upon us weigh upon our hearts until we are 
able to repay the debts? What then should not be our sentiments with 
regard to our greatest Benefactor, who from pure love, without any 
claim on our part, to save us from death and to obtain for us eternal 
life, gave Himself up to so much suffering? Let us go, then, to the 
Blessed Sacrament and by our loving homage pay our debt of gratitude; 
it is the only return which Jesus asks. But if we would do more, if 








328 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


we would be a true Veronica, who offered Our Savior the consolation 
of wiping His Adorable Face... if we would be another Simon, who 
shared the burden of His too heavy Cross... if we would be like the 
holy women of Jerusalem, weeping over His pain and dereliction... 
if we would be like Mary, His desolate Mother, who offered throughout 
the Passion her love and her tears... if we would be all this, let us 
render homage to our Eucharistic Savior; let us lavish our grateful 
love upon the Sacrament of the Passion of Jesus. 


Reparation 

As we look about us in the world today, do we see many souls 
hastening to the Sacrament which Our Savior instituted that His Passion 
might be honored and loved? Alas! no; is it not rather that against 
that very Sacrament injuries are being inflicted, ignominies are again 
renewed? Yes, the Sacrament of Love is betrayed; it is sold to Satan 
by sacrilegious communions, even as Judas sold Jesus to the Jews for 
thirty pieces of silver; it is shamefully abandoned through human 
respect, even as the apostles abandoned Our Lord through fear. The 
impious unbelievers mock at the mystery of the Real Presence as being 
a ridiculous fable, and others go yet farther; there are profane wretches 
who seize the holy Hosts that they may tread them under foot and 
subject them to a thousand horrible kinds of treatment. It is the hatred 
of the Passion being again renewed. Alas for those abandoned 
ingrates who crucify the Savior anew, whilst He would wish to have 
His Sacrament a memory of His love, a sacred and an honored memorial 
for the life and salvation of His children. 

Oh, let us draw near to the Blessed Sacrament! Let us compas- 
sionate Jesus who is maltreated; let us make reparation for the crimes 
of those who transform the Calvary of His love, where He comes to 
seek compensation for His former sorrows, into a Calvary of ignominy 
which renews them and adds to them. 


Petition 


As we kneel before the Tabernacle or the Blessed Sacrament 
exposed, let us ask earnestly for the grace thoroughly to know, 
practically and from the bottom of our heart to believe, that the 
Eucharist is the same Jesus, true God and true man, who formerly 
suffered in His Passion and Death; then let us implore Him that we 
may be filled with love and reverence toward His Sacrament, that we 
may repay by our adoration, our Communions and our fidelity to Him, 
something of what we owe to Him for His sufferings. Let us ask this 
grace through Mary, the Mother of Sorrows, that our hearts, like hers, 
may burn with love for Jesus, her Divine Son. 
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A Message from Pope Leo XIII* 


Continued 





The Bond of Charity 


N A WORD, this Sacrament is, as it were, the very soul of 
the Church; and to it the grace of the priesthood is 
ordered and directed in all its fulness and in each of its 
successive grades. From the same source the Church 
draws and has all her strength, all: her glory, her every 
supernatural endowment and adornment, every good 
thing that is hers; wherefore she makes it the chiefest 
of all her cares to prepare the hearts of the faithful for 

an intimate union with Christ through the Sacrament of His Body and 

Blood, and to draw them thereto. And to this end she strives to promote 

the veneration of this august Mystery by surrounding it with holy 

ceremonies. 

To this ceaseless and ever watchful care of the Church, our Mother, 
our attention is drawn by that exhortation which was uttered by the 
holy Council of Trent, and which is so much to the purpose that for 
the benefit of the Christian people We here reproduce it in its entirety: 
“The Holy Synod admonishes, exhorts, asks and implores by the tender 
mercy of our God, that all and each of those who bear the name of 
Christian should at last unite and find peace in this sign of unity, in 
this bond of charity, in this symbol of concord; and that, mindful of 
the great majesty and singular love of Jesus Christ Our Lord, who 
gave His precious life as the price of our salvation, and His Flesh for 
our food, they should believe and revere these sacred mysteries of His 
Body and Blood with such constancy of unwavering faith, with such 
interior devotion and worshipful piety, that they may be in condition 
to receive frequently that supersubstantial Bread, and that it may be 
to them the life of their souls and keep their mind in soundness of 
faith; so that strengthened with its strength they may be enabled after 
the journey of this sorrowful pilgrimage to reach the heavenly country, 
there to see and feed upon that Bread of Angels which here they ate 
under the sacramental veils.” (Conc. Trid., Sess. XXII., c. vi.) 

History bears witness that the virtues of the Christian life have 
flourished best wherever and whenever the frequent reception of the 
Eucharist has most prevailed. And on the other hand it is no less. 
certain that in days when men have ceased to care for this Heavenly 
Bread, and have lost their appetite for it, the practice of Christian. 
religion has gradually lost its force and vigour. And indeed it was 








*Encyclical Letter on “The Most Holy Eucharist.” 
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a needful measure of precaution against-a complete falling away that - 
Innocent III, in the Council of the Lateran, most strictly enjoined that 
no Christian should abstain from receiving the Communion of the 
Lord’s Body at least in the solemn Paschal season. But it is clear that 
this precept was imposed with regret, and only as a last resource; 
for it has always been the desire of the Church that at every Mass 
some of the faithful should be present and should communicate. “The 
holy Synod would wish that in every celebration of the Mass some of 
the faithful should take part, not only by devoutly assisting thereat, 
but also by the sacramental reception of the Eucharist, in order that 
they might more abundantly partake of the fruits of this holy Sacrifice.” 
(Conc. Trid., Sess. XIII. de Euchar. c. viii.) To be concluded. 


A Loving Invitation From the Savior 


S THE servant of God, the venerable Marie Lataste, assisted at 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament one Sunday during Lent, 
she heard our Savior Jesus thus address with great sweetness the 

faithful who assembled in the sacred place: — 

“My children, join in singing My praises and addressing to Me 
your prayers. Have a heart docile to My voice which speaks to you, 
and profit by this time of mercy which I give you in My goodness. 
Return to Me, you who have sinned; I await you with My paternal 
Heart to take you into My arms. Fear not My reproaches. I will make 
you none if you return to Me with sincerity. I will say to each of you 
individually, ‘My child, embrace Me. How great is the joy I experience 
at your return, after the affliction which your straying gave Me! Oh, 
what have I not done for you! What sufferings you have cost Me! No, 
you will never leave Me more, you will never wish to afflict again My 
paternal Heart. Come, My son, I am about to wash you in My Blood 
and clothe you with the white robe of My grace.’ Thus I will speak to 
you all in the secrecy and silence of your hearts. 

“Understand how great is My mercy, and with what eagerness I 
seek the sinner, especially at this holy time. I call him, I invite him, 
I press him, I pursue him by My grace. Return ye all to Me by a sincere 
repentance. I am your Father, be you My children. I have run after 
you with an indefatigable ardor, like a good shepherd; permit Me to 
carry you, like a wounded sheep, upon My shoulders. Let nothing 
stop you; let there be for you neither difficulties nor obstacles. The 
devil will represent them as being much greater than they are. Have 
a good will, and you will triumph over everything by My grace. Come 
ye all to receive the nuptial garment in the sacrament of penance, and 
then to take part in the feast of the Paschal Lamb. Travelers, wearied 
with journeying from time to eternity, this nourishment will renew 
your strength and vigor. Come to Me, I am all yours.” 











Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
The Apostles’ Creed 


FourtH ARTICLE 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
Concluded 


RUCIFIXION did not of itself cause death speedily, but 
the sufferers perished slowly by the gradual loss of their 
strength. However, as the Sabbath was at hand, the 
Jews did not wish the bodies of Christ and His fellow- 
sufferers to remain on the cross during the holy day, 
especially since it was the ‘“‘great Sabbath,”’ the one upon 
which the Paschal Feast fell that year. They therefore 
besought Pilate to permit the legs of the three crucified 

victims to be broken, in order to hasten their death so that their bodies 

might be taken away. Pilate consented, and soldiers were sent to fulfil 
this cruel task. After breaking the legs of the two thieves, the soldiers 
approached the Cross of Jesus, with the intent of dealing likewise with 

Him; but when they found that He was already dead, they did not 

break His legs, as the evangelist tells us. Thus was fulfilled an ancient 

prophecy which said, ‘‘They shall not break a bone of Him” (John 

xix. 36). 

What must have been the feelings of the Blessed Mother of Jesus 
as she saw the soldiers approaching the dead Body of her Son, 
apparently to load new outrages upon It? Earth held nothing that was 
half so sacred; for, though dead, the Body of Christ was still united to 
the Divinity, and therefore was entitled to the fullest honors of Divine 
worship. One rude touch of It would have been an appalling sacrilege... 
Furthermore, the intensity of Mary’s love for her Son would have 
caused her to suffer unspeakable tortures, were any injury inflicted 
upon His lifeless Body. Great, therefore,: must have been her relief 
when she saw that the soldiers desisted from their purpose upon 
discovering that Jesus was already dead. 
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Love’s Last Outpouring 

But there was yet another Scripture to be fulfilled, one which was 
to give added evidence to the true death of Christ: ‘“‘They shall look 
upon Me whom they have pierced” (Zach. xii. 10). As if to make 
assurance of His death doubly sure, one of the soldiers drew near 
and thrust his spear into Our Lord’s side. (The name of this soldier 
has come down to us as Longinus. He was soon afterward converted to 
Christianity, and a little later had the happiness of shedding his blood 
for the Faith. He is commemorated in the Roman Martyrology on 
March 15th.) 

According to tradition, it was the right side of Jesus which was 
pierced by the lance, and the wound must have been both wide and 
deep, for it extended across His Body, even to His Sacred Heart. 
St. John, an eye-witness of this act, furnishes an official record of the 
death of Jesus in these words: “But one of the soldiers with a spear 
opened His Side, and immediately there came out Blood and Water. 
And he that saw it, hath given testimony, and his testimony is true. 
And he knoweth that he saith true, that you also may believe’’ —believe, 
that is, that He was truly dead, and pierced to the heart upon the Cross. 
(John xix. 34-35.) 

That water should issue from the wound was something extra- 
ordinary and seems to signify that in the prodigality of Our Savior’s 
love, He had shed the last drop of Blood for our salvation. As Father 
Faber expresses it, “It is the very glory of devotion to the Precious 
Blood that our dearest Lord shed every drop of His Blood for us.” 

Many pious and learned commentators regard the opening of the 
Side of Christ and the flowing of Water and Blood therefrom as a 
symbol of the birth of the Church and of the sacraments of baptism 
and Holy Eucharist. As God had permitted a deep sleep to come over 
Adam in paradise and had taken from his side a rib, from which He 
formed Eve, the mother of all the living, so from the Side of Christ, 
the true Adam, upon whom the sleep of death had fallen, came forth 
the Church, the true Mother of men, who brings forth to God all the 
living by the water of baptism and the Blood of the Eucharist. 

A further mystical significance lies in the relation of this mystery 
to two great devotions which were to arise in the Church at a later 
period: the devotion to the Precious Blood and the devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, the latter in particular having its origin in this 
mystery. The opening of Jesus’ Side was the last mystery in the 
Passion. By it His Heart was laid bare, so to speak, and revealed as 
the seat of Divine love, the hidden mainspring of supernatural life 
and of all mysteries, the source of all virtues and merits, the refuge 
of sinners, ‘“‘the Heart which so loved men that It spared no sacrifice, 
not even death and annihilation, in order to testify to them Its love.” 

The Precious Blood, too, shed in such abundance throughout the 
Passion, wished, says Father Faber, to show the prodigality of Its 
royal riches by flowing even after the work of Redemption had been 
accomplished... It must be a total outpouring, for Divine things are 
never done by halves, and mercies above all insist upon completeness: 
And as the hypostatic union of the Divine and Human natures of Christ 
was not broken nor impaired for one moment by the separation of 
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His Body and Soul in death, so too the Precious Blood was also in 
each drop, in each stain, in each voluntary burial-place of Its own,: to 
be adored with absolute adoration, in virtue of Its unbroken and un- 
restrained union with the Godhead in the Divine Person of the Word. 

The first public homage of love and reparation to the Sacred Heart 
and the Precious Blood were offered by the sorrow-stricken Mother 
and her faithful companions, who doubtless shed bitter tears over this 
new act of desecration and sought to gather up with linen napkins 
the Blood and Water that flowed from the wound. 

Sacred writers depict for us the anguish of Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus, as she contemplated the mutilated Body of her dear Son hanging 
on the Cross, her heart filled with anxiety lest at any moment the 
soldiers might come to take It down and drag It away to the burial 
place of criminals as they were already doing with the bodies of the 
thieves. But God comforted her by inspiring good men to come and 
pay the last honors of burial to Our Savior. These men were Joseph 
of Arimathea and Nicodemus, both of whom were pious and just, though 
they had hitherto been disciples of Jesus only in secret, for fear of the 
Jews. Joseph was a rich and respected member of the Great Council, 
but had not consented to the deliberations and proceedings of that body 
with regard to the condemnation of Jesus. With fearless courage he 
now went to Pilate and asked permission to remove the Body of Jesus, 
with the intention of giving It honorable burial. The governor, doubt- 
ing as to the death of Jesus, sent for the centurion, and asked and 
received his testimony as the official witness, thus furnishing new 
evidence of the fact. He then gave permission to Joseph to dispose of 
the Body as he wished. (Mark xv. 44, 45.) 


The Descent from the Cross 


Joseph owned a garden close to Calvary, wherein there was a 
sepulchre hewn out of the rock, and in which no one had yet been laid. 
In this, he purposed to inter the Body of his Lord, with all the honor 
which time and circumstances would allow. So the last resting place 
of Our Savior, like the first, was the property of others. He Himself 
owned nothing He could call His own. In death, as in life, were verified 
the words He had once spoken: ‘“‘The Son of Man hath not whereon 
to lay His head’’ (Matt. xiii. 20). 

Joseph purchased fine linen to serve as a winding sheet and burial 
cloth, while Nicodemus bought about a hundred pounds of the spices 
which the Jews were accustomed to use in the burial of distinguished 
persons. This offering of myrrh and aloes was greater than had ever 
been made even at the burial of kings. Accompanied by their servants, 
they then repaired to the place of crucifixion. We can well imagine 
how Mary and her companions welcomed the arrival of these good 
men, and with what respect and compassion the latter on their part 
greeted the afflicted Mother of Jesus. 

The following touching account of the Descent from the Cross, 
drawn from the Life of Christ by Father Maurice Meschler, S.J., will 
serve as an enlargement upon the Gospel narrative: ‘“‘With what feelings 
they (Joseph and Nicodemus) contemplated the dead, outraged Body, 
and what reverence and adoration they paid It! Then they placed 
ladders against the Cross, mounted them, and began their sad service 
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of love. The crown of thorns and the nails were handed down one 
after another, and surely passed from hand to hand till they reached 
the Mother of Jesus. At last the Body, wrapped in cloths, was slowly 
and carefully lowered. St. John took It in his arms and laid It in those 
of the Mother, who received her Son on her knees at the foot of the 
Cross (John. xix. 40; Matt. xxvii. 59; Luke xxiii. 53; Mark xv. 46). 

“Thus (as tradition tells us) Our Lady took the dead Body of 
Jesus on her lap. And what does she do? After a moment of speechless 
adoration she surveys the cruel havoc—the terrible ill-usage, the 
wounds, deep and large and small. With infinite woe she lives through 
the whole Passion again, following it out by the dreadful traces it has 
left. Now she can see it all close at hand. She arranges the tangled 
hair, touches, kisses, and closes the wounds... She had given Him to 
us as the most beautiful and lovable of all the children of men, the 
vessel of all beauty, truth and love, for our joy and profit. And how 
does she receive Him back? In a plight worse than that of the 
prodigal son; poor, torn, a shattered and empty vessel, a mutilated 
and lacerated corpse — from us, whom He had come to restore to 
health and life... But of what do all these wounds speak to her, if 
not of His love for us? We were the price of this Blood, these Wounds, 
and this Life. How could she help loving us? How could she forget 
us? We are graven on her heart in a thousand wounds... The repose 
of the Virgin beneath the Cross has become the refuge of all the 
sorrowful. How many tears have been dried, how much grief has 
been comforted there! 


The Sacred Body is Entombed 


As the day was drawing to a close, it was necessary that the 
preparations for the burial should be made quickly. Having washed 
the Body, as was customary, they carefully wrapped It in linen cloths 
and bands, placed spices and sweet-smelling herbs about It, and covered 
the head with a napkin. This last duty of love must certainly have 
been performed by the Blessed Mother herself, as with indescribable 
grief she gazed for the last time upon the dead Face of her beloved 
Son. The Body was then borne to the sepulchre, which fortunately 
was near at hand. 

What a sad and heart-rending journey this was for Mary and her 
pious companions! When at length the sacred Body had been 
reverently arranged in the stone coffin, and all had paid their final 
homage of sorrowful and loving adoration, they withdrew, closed the 
door, and secured it by rolling a large stone before it, according to 
custom. Only faintly can we conceive the desolation of Mary’s heart 
as she turned away from the sepulchre of her Divine Son, dearer to 
her than life, and with her adopted son, St. John, and the holy women, 
made her way to the house of the Cenacle, where other disciples of 
Our Savior were assembled. 

The Sabbath now began — a day of silence and mourning for that 
holy company. Very likely the other apostles and disciples also came, 
one after another, returning from the hiding places to which they had 
fled. All were very sad and inconsolable, for apparently they did. not 
understand the Scripture concerning the resurrection nor the words of 
Christ which foretold that He would rise again on the third day. But 
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the Blessed Mother, to whom all the mysteries of our Redemption had 
been clearly revealed, must have found comfort in this blessed hope 
even though her heart was crushed with grief at the remembrance of 
all that her Divine Son had suffered, and at this temporary separation 
from Him. 

In the evening of the Great Sabbath, as the first day of the week 
commenced, the holy women already began to think of their service to 
Our Lord, for we read that they bought and prepared spices, in order 
to supply what had been unavoidably omitted in the preparation of His 
Body for burial on Friday evening. Thus everything was in readiness 
for their early morning visit to the sepulchre. 

Our Savior’s enemies also thought of His sepulchre, — not, 
however, in love, but in fear. As St. Matthew relates, the chief priests 
and Pharisees went to Pilate and said they remembered some declara- 
tions made by “that seducer’” to the effect that He would rise again 
from the dead after three days. So they now begged Pilate to have the 
sepulchre guarded for three days, that the disciples might not come 
and take away the Body and say that He had risen from the dead 
(Matt. xxvii. 62-64). Pilate replied that they had their own guard, 
and should therefore see to it themselves. The chief priests therefore 
posted sentinels of their guard — a detachment of sixteen men — 
before the sepulchre, and carefully sealed the tomb with their official 
seal (Matt. xxvii. 66). Thus the enemies of Christ once more fulfilled 
the designs of God; for they not only officially confirmed His death 
and burial, but provided with the utmost acuteness for the confirmation 
of the miracle of His resurrection by furnishing a guard of most credible 
witnesses to prove that which they were even then making such efforts 
to hinder. 

Such are the marvelous ways in which Divine Providence accomplishes 
its mysterious designs, making even the deeds of evildoers contribute 
to their fulfilment. The enemies of Christ had left nothing undone that 
might serve to discredit the Person and the doctrines of the despised 
“Galilean.’’ Yet, in spite of themselves, they furnished abundant and 
reliable evidence in support of the fact that Jesus “‘was crucified, died 
and was buried,” as the Apostles’ Creed teaches us. It was necessary 
that these facts should be proved beyond contradiction, in order that 
the miracle of the resurrection might rest upon a firm foundation. Had 
not the Savior’s death been proved beyond a doubt, men would have 
contended after His resurrection that His death had been only apparent; 
and especially would His enemies have striven to throw doubt upon it, 
since His resurrection placed the seal of truth upon a doctrine they 
detested and upon a life they had destroyed. Hence we can under- 
stand the vast importance of the great body of evidence brought by 
the four evangelists to prove the public crucifixion, the unmistakable 
death and burial of Our Savior. 

And now the sacred Body of Christ lay in the tomb, majestic in 
the repose of death, surrounded by adoring angels, awaiting the hour 
appointed from all eternity, when, reunited with Its august Soul, It 
should rise glorious and immortal, to crown the work of the Redemp- 
tion by placing upon it the stamp and seal of Divine authority. 


(End of Fourth Article. Fifth Article to follow). 
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A Twentieth Century Crusade 





is |T. John, the Beloved Disciple, the Evangelist of the 
ym | Divinity of Christ, begins his Gospel with this sublime 
wo. passage concerning the Word of God: “In the beginning 

/ was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
[ZZ was God. The same was in the beginning with God. 
YER All things were made by Him, and without Him was 
Sno on made nothing that was made. In Him was life, and the 

’ life was the light of men; and the light shineth in dark- 
ness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.” 

Thus does St. John set forth before us the life of the Eternal Word 
in the bosom of the Father, that everlasting, unchanging life which will 
be the object of the contemplation of the elect in heaven for unending 
ages to come. In the fulness of time, this same Eternal Word assumed 
human nature and came to earth to share our mortal life, that we 
might one day become partakers of His eternal life. By His teaching 
and example, He showed us the way to His heavenly kingdom. Our 
Savior Himself has told us the object of His coming: “For this was I 
born and for this came I into the world: that I should give testimony 
to the truth” (John xviii. 37). But alas! that truth which the Eternal 
Word brought to earth, which He preached during the years of His 
earthly life, is largely forgotten now in the world sadly gone astray 
from the Divine precepts. 

In order that the tide of untruth may be stemmed, that truth as 
advocated by the God-man may again take its rightful place in the 
world, a movement has been inaugurated to encourage the preaching 
and the hearing of the word of God, that word which comprises the 
Gospel teachings of Christ. This movement has been appropriately 
called the Crusade for a More Fruitful Preaching and Hearing of the 
Word of God. Its activities are manifold and its accomplishments 
many. At present this organization is engaged upon a crusade of 
prayer inviting the youth of America to participate in a movement 
which seeks to counteract the influence of the wave of false doctrines 
and of godlessness sweeping over the land. 

A gigantic battle is being waged in the world today between the 
children of God and the powers of hell. The world is facing disaster, 
and it is the realization of the great danger which threatens all Christen- 
dom that has urged this vigorous, widespread campaign of prayer. 

“Salvation comes from America,” were the words uttered by a 
member of the Roman hierarchy when the movement was presented 
for approval. Europe is heavily burdened, and for that reason Rome 
expects much from the Church in America. Today Christianity in the 
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Old World is on the defensive. Therefore it behooves the New World, 
and our own beloved country in particular, to take the offensive 
spiritually, to regain the world for Christ, especially by emphasizing 
the Teaching Authority of Christ and of His Church. The Crusaders 
pray and work to the end that America may take a spiritual leadership, 
so that the Holy Father will not be disappointed in his American 
children. Surely there could be no more beautiful and necessary task 
today than that of joining Catholic Youth in one big family around 
their Common Father, the spiritual Father of all Christendom. 


The Crusade 


Under the direction of the Crusaders for a More Fruitful Preaching 
of the Word of God, the Catholic Youth of America are urged to pray 
for the institution of a feast in honor of Christ, the Divine Preacher and 
Teacher of Nations. Following is a portion of the prayer advocated to 
be addressed to God by the crusaders: — 

Dear Child Jesus, found.teaching in the Temple at the age of 
twelve, how we would have loved to listen to You. Nowadays when so 
many godless teachers are leading millions of young souls away from 
You, we desire to show our love by honoring You in a joyful Feast pro- 
claiming You as “Christ, the Divine Preacher and Teacher of Nations.” 
Holy Child teaching in the Temple, please overcome all godless teachers 
and help our own preachers and teachers so that the world may hear 
and follow You, the only Teacher of true Peace. 

Heavenly Father, in unity with the Holy Ghost, glorify Thy Son 
by this solemn Feast. Mother of the young Divine Teacher, we beg 
you to intercede that the world, living in sin and darkness, may again 
find Jesus teaching God’s truth and love — the “Gospel of Peace,” as 
you and St. Joseph found Him after three days of sorrow and worry. 

The Crusade has for its spiritual protectress St. Therese of the 
Child Jesus and its motto is chosen from the words of Pope Pius X: 
“Christ is loved so little because He is known so little.” The Crusaders 
are distributing not only the Children’s Prayer for higher and lower 
schools, but also pledges. These pledges, after being signed by the 
boys and girls taking part in the Crusade, will be sent to the Holy 
Father, assuring Him that American Youth does not want to be led 
astray by the godless teachers who are leading millions of souls to 
perdition and ruining whole nations. 

Surely the Catholic Youth of our day desire to be active and to 
serve the Church in that spirit wherewith Jesus, their Divine Model, 
occupied Himself with “His Father’s business.” Those who are charged 
with the tremendous responsibility of guiding youthful souls are urged 
to help promote this movement by encouraging those under their charge 
to join this prayer crusade. Prayers and pledges may be obtained 
without charge from THE CRUSADERS, 223 E. 105th St., New York. 
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Resurrection Joys 





HAT transports of joy fill our hearts as the 
jubilant strains of the Alleluia echo and re-echo 
throughout the Christian world on Easter morn- 
ing! This is truly the day of days, the feast 
which above all others imparts joy and peace to 
the believing soul. And what is this joy but an 
overflowing of the immense happiness which 
filled the Heart of our Divine Savior on that first 
Easter morning, when He rose glorious and 

immortal from the tomb, proving beyond question the Divinity of His 

Person and His works. 

It is impossible for us to form even a faint idea of the supreme 
happiness which flooded the Soul of Christ on the morning of His 
resurrection. Were we to picture to ourselves all that is most delight- 
ful for the human spirit, we should have to admit that all this, even 
if multiplied a hundred thousand times, would still be hardly more 
than a feeble shadow or a dim reflection of the blessedness enjoyed 
by the Soul of Jesus Christ. And what especially renders this 
beatification and glorification of Jesus so inconceivably great and 
noble is the fact that it constitutes the reward earned by the hardships 
and sorrows of His sacred Passion, the recompense merited by the 
anguish, torment and ignominy of His most holy humanity in the 
work of our Redemption. 

St. Gertrude was wont to greet the Risen Savior with this salu- 
tation: “I greet Thee, O Jesus, in Thy resurrection joys!” May we, 
too, enter into the sentiments of the Divine Heart of Jesus on the blessed 
feast of His resurrection, and rejoice with Him as if His bliss were 
our very own. Let us offer to Him the joys of His resurrection, that 
they may now be renewed in His blessed Soul. Let us thank Him 
not only for the benefits we will draw from His resurrection, but 
chiefly for the great joy, the glory and the triumph which His resur- 
rection procured for Him, for the glorious reward He now enjoys in 
compensation for the humiliations, the bitter torments, the sufferings 
and ignominy of His Life, Passion and Death. 

The solemnity of Our Savior’s resurrection reminds us that a 
similar happiness awaits us also if we remain faithful and generous 
in following Him along the way of the Cross during our mortal life. 
We, too, shall share in His everlasting glory if here below we willingly 
share in His privations and sufferings by patient endurance of the 
trials He sends us. And as the Body of Christ was rewarded with 
inconceivable bliss for having been the faithful servant of His Soul 
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as an instrument of our Redemption, so too our body shall receive 

a glorious reward if it has been a means of salvation to our soul. 
Christ rose again to win for us the grace of true life in our souls — 

holy, supernatural and eternal — and to win for our bodies the grace 











Christ is risen, our Hope! 


of resurrection which will enable us to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, there to enjoy with Him the fruits of His victory; for His 
glorious victory is the price of ours. To attain to this everlasting bliss 
we must strive here below to become ever more closely united with 
our Divine Savior by the perfect accomplishment of His adorable will. 
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St. Joseph, 
Model of Catholic Action 


IMELESS and ageless, the heritage of the Catholic Church 
has come down to its members from the bosom of 
eternity. Its foundations rest, not on the shifting sands 
of modern history, but on the firm rock of Eternal Truth. 
The founder of that Church is “Jesus Christ, yesterday, 
and today and the same forever.” The Church which 
He founded 1900 years ago has continued down to the 
present day; and the personalities which have made vivid its history 
through the centuries are as familiar to us as though they actually lived 
amongst us. We Catholics are in a certain sense raised above “the 
bourne of time and space,” living like our eternal Creator in an ever- 

enduring present (Deut. iv. 7). To us, the Catholic Church is nothing else 
than the family of Nazareth extended to embrace the whole earth and 
all succeeding ages, with Mary as the mother and Joseph as the foster 
father of the great family of the brothers and sisters of Christ. For 
this reason, too, the homage paid to St. Joseph is not a homage paid 
to a historic or an absent person, but to one living and present. 

For us, the members of Christ’s one, true Church, the veneration 
of St. Joseph is something that we take for granted, just as the homage 
paid to Mary is to us but the natural outpouring of our filial love. Even 
without the necessity of a special decree issued by Pope Pius IX some 
fifty years ago, St. Joseph was always truly the Patron of the Universal 
Church — the father and protector of the “Greater Nazareth,” and as 
such this great saint is particularly the model of the man of Catholic 
Action in the family. 

What is the man of Catholic Action, the father of the Catholic 
family? He is a king in very truth. In his own home, in the church, 
in his business, in his social life and in the state, he is truly a king. 
The father of the family, wherever he may be, wears the crown which 
God, through Adam, placed upon his brow; he reigns in the kingdom 
appointed to him by Divine Providence. To be a king means two things: 
it means to be a father, promoting the welfare of those entrusted to his 
care, and a knight, keeping watch at the boundaries of his kingdom. 

By calling, St. Joseph was a laborer, an artisan. He had a small 
trade and lived by the labor of his hands. No sooner did he become the 
spouse of the Virgin Mary and the foster father of Jesus than there 
began for him a life of sacrifice. Though he was ever most solicitous 
for the material needs of the Holy Family, his first thought was not 
how to provide them with the comforts and necessaries of life, but to 
guard the Child and His Mother, regardless of everything else. 
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A Father’s First Duty 


So it should be with every father of a family. He should be a 
father and a protector in the truest sense of the words. He should be 
a knight, ever ready to bring the greatest sacrifices, even that of life 
itself, to make sure of the welfare of his wife and children. He should 
be ever ready to defend them and to think lastly of his own welfare. 
Here again, St. Joseph gives a sublime example. Most valiantly he 
protected Jesus and Mary during their flight from the cruel tyrant 
Herod, and at the cost of great personal sacrifices earned for them a 
livelihood in the strange land to which God had called them. In the 
life of every man, there may be moments when flight becomes heroism, 
while selfishly to remain in certain circumstances becomes cowardly 
treason toward those entrusted to his care. Therefore, every true 
Catholic father must be a man of Catholic Action, a true knight, stand- 
ing at the door of his home with drawn sword, so to speak, for the 
protection of his family. He must, like St. Joseph, withstand every 
tyrant, oppose every evil intruder who would invade the sanctuary of 
his home; he must be ready to sacrifice all things for the sake of his 
most precious treasure, his family. Thus, as we celebrate yearly the 
feast of St. Joseph, those whom God has placed as king in the home 
should resolve to do as he did, to save the family from modern “Herods” 
who as so many tyrants seek to destroy not the natural but the super- 
natural life of their children. 


Modern “‘Herods”’ 


Not the least among these “Herods” is the evil of bad literature, 
which often makes its way secretly into the home and inflicts grave 
injury before its presence is detected by unsuspecting parents. So 
also the evils of bad companions, of immodest fashions, of questionable 
plays and parties, and the many other forms of modern diversion which 
extend their deadly influence into homes not properly guarded against 
them by a father’s watchful eye. 

Among the most dangerous of these modern “tyrants” is the 
growing attitude of the state to usurp the God-given authority of parents 
over their children, the dangerous tendency of the modern state to see 
in the child only the property of the commonwealth, to be used as the 
state shall judge fitting. Yes, today in many lands, when the child 
has reached the age of reason, it is torn away from the parents, and 
in the name of the authorities of the state is placed in a prison which 
is called the state school. This is truly in a spiritual sense robbery and 
murder. It is robbery because it takes the child with force from those 
to whom it belongs — God, the Church, father and mother. It is murder 
because the spiritual life of the child, coming from those who have 
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given it life, is taken away from it, and in place of a religious home 
training it receives only such training as the state wishes to impart. 

Truly, conditions prevailing now in many places are such as 
they were nineteen centuries ago when Joseph fled with his Family 
into Egypt to escape Herod’s tyranny. /t is only the method of banishing 
Christ from the world which has changed. The Herod of today is 
called the state, while the state at that time was called Herod. Thank 
God, we in our country still enjoy the God-given right of religious 
freedom and of educating our children in schools which provide for 
their spiritual as well as their material training. Nevertheless we must 
be ever on our guard against secret forces which would gradually take 
away this liberty and usurp these sacred rights of ours. 


Some Responsibilities of Fatherhood 


To be a father in the light of Catholic Action today means to be 
a knight, a protector of the weak, the persecuted and oppressed. It 
means also to uphold the rights of parents over their children, and to 
oppose vigorously the supremacy of civil powers in matters pertaining 
to family life. In the natural relationship, the child belongs to the 
parents, just as in the supernatural domain it belongs to the Church. 
The question of what school his child shall attend is that of the father 
to decide. It is the right of every Catholic father to demand that his 
child be educated according to Catholic principles, that all untruth 
be banished from the instructions and books which are offered to his 
child, that all which is hateful, offensive and soul-poisoning be 
removed. It is his right to demand that the training of his child be 
reserved to his own supervision and to that of the Church, the natural 
teacher of the supernatural life. 

Today only too widely are verified the words of a French politician 
of the last century: “The Church today is a sleeping stronghold. The 
battlefields are without cannon, the arsenals empty, the armies scattered 
and the leaders sleeping. If we, who oppose the Church, go about it 
in the right way, we shall invade the sleeping stronghold and take 
possession of it without the stroke of a sword, as once the soldiers of 
Mohammed II did Constantinople.” It is a sad truth that today the 
Church Militant has in many respects become a sleeping Church. All 
about us there is danger, yet we see and hear nothing whilst the enemy 
is at our very door. May the feast of St. Joseph which we celebrate on 
March 19th be for us not merely a feast day — but a day on which we 
all unite in beseeching this powerful and amiable saint to assist us 
against all the modern Herods of our times. Let us ask him to rouse 
us to true Catholic Action, so that we may become zealous knights in 
the service of our Divine King. 








The Hermit’s Last 
Easter 





heart of the old hermit was glad. 

There would be so many more 
flowers and leaves to welcome and greet 
the risen Savior emerging from His 
rocky grave; so many more blossoms 
for Him on thorn and bush; so much 
more sunshine, like the gift of His own 
Divine grace, all-pervading and benefi- 
cent, to gild His glorious resurrection. 
And the songs of the birds would be 
like the songs of the angels in His 
native heaven. Thus mused the aged 
hermit. 


He sat on his wooden bench by the 
doorway of the tiny hut, his peaceful 
cell now for some fifty years, and con- 
templated the growing beauty of nature 
about him. Beyond his garden’s modest bounds there ran a tiny 
brook by whose edge grew many a delicate water-loving plant and 
the cresses which formed so great a part of the hermit’s scanty fare. 
Here the little brown rabbits would come to drink, loving the company 
of the gentle recluse, for they never scampered away in fear from him 
as they did from every other. In the garden itself there grew and 
flourished many a herb and fragrant plant, in whose medicinal applica- 
tion the hermit was skilled, and by the use of which he had cured 
scores of the simple country folk of various ailments. And of flowers, 
too, there were plenty, with one aged, sturdy apple tree, carefully 
tended by the hermit, that he might have the pleasure of giving its 
fruit to the village children whom he loved. They never robbed his 
little orchard; they loved him far too well for that. Not the most 
unruly of them would have done him the least injury. 

The thoughts that passed through his mind on this particular 
morning were of times that now seemed almost a dream, so far distant 
were they. He recalled, in a reflective reverie, the days of childhood 
and of later youth, the stormy young manhood through which he had 
passed, and the unutterable peace he had experienced when God’s voice 
called him to a life apart. No worldly thoughts, no views of life such 
as had formerly troubled him, came to disturb him now. Simon was 
the name he had chosen to bear in his eremitical state, and now but 
one anxiety bothered him, one sole disquietude stirred the peaceful 
calmness of his prayerful days. He feared that in all the time of his 
retirement, in spite of prayer and penance and the unceasing charity 
of his deeds and words to his neighbors, despite the great desires for 
the honor of God which had been so mighty a power for sanctification 
in his life, he had as yet accomplished nothing for souls. Not one, 
he felt, could point to him and say with certainty that Simon had done 


| nae fell late that year, and the 
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anything to help him; not one soul could owe in any sense its eternal 
salvation to his prayer. And the thought grieved his gentle, devout 
heart. He had not loved his Savior so much as he had longed to love 
Him; he had never repaid one hundredth part of the infinite debt of 
love and gratitude owing to that dear Savior who was all love. And 
yet it had not been for want of effort and desire, for Simon had striven 
all his days to “fill up in himself what was wanting of the sufferings of 
Christ” on behalf of his many brethren. But how could his poor works 
bear fruit? what profit was there in the prayer of one as sinful and 
weak as he? 


In the Footsteps of Mary Magdalen 


Down the winding white road, extending on both sides, was a 
veritable sea of apple blossoms, white and rose-colored. Orchards 
stretched as far as the eye could sea in that fertile sunny place, and the 
springtide of flowering nature was a joyous festival to the hermit’s 
eyes. Countless as those delicate petals were the aspirations of that 
faithful heart, the breathings of love and grateful praise to the infinite 
beauty of the Creator, who so loved the work of His hands. If Simon 
could not serve Him by working in the vineyard, by sharing the busy 
labors of Martha, he could at least pray and, in his measure, contemplate 
with the thrice-blessed Mary Magdalen. She had ever been his model 
and encouragement in the ways of Divine Love, and from her he had 
learned many a precious secret of the sacred science. He thought now, 
wistfully, of the Master’s word when she had poured her ointment 
upon His sacred head and had served Him more humbly than the most 
lowly slave —‘“‘She hath done what she could.” 

Simon recalled, too, the first Easter morning, when Magdalen’s 
burning sorrow and love had borne her to the garden to seek for her 
Beloved, to await, although she knew it not, the glorious return of her 
Savior and her God from the darkness of death. What resurrection 
joys were hers, who had proved herself so faithful, so worthy of the 
King’s grateful love! Truly, the eager, penitent Mary had taken great 
spoils for the Divine Hunter; what had she not to offer Him whom she 
had loved and served so well? Simon’s reflections produced in him a 
holy envy mingled with deep humility, as he contrasted the achievements 
and triumphs of his holy exemplar with his own. Far, far behind 
was he, and for the first time in all his long, peaceful, hidden life, the 
Easter joys seemed powerless to comfort him; the Easter sun seemed 
dimmed. 


Treasures in Heaven 


Then Simon dreamed a dream so surpassingly beautiful that it was 
as if the gates of the heavenly Jerusalem had opened to him before 
the appointed hour. It seemed to him that he was standing, clad in his 
hermit’s garb, homely and worn, before the majesty of the sacred 
humanity of Jesus, awaiting the pronouncement of the Eternal Wisdom 
on his earthly career. No fear filled his heart, no uneasiness troubled 
his mind; too well had he known, too dearly had he loved his Savior 
here below. The intimacy of friendship begun on earth did but receive 
its eternal seal, and Simon “‘waited on His word” in peace. 

As Simon stood there in all humility before his Lord and God, it 
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seemed to him that the multitude of kindly thoughts and deeds, the 
countless prayers and sacrifices of his past life were of no worth — 
indeed, what had he ever done for this dear, generous Savior? ‘Lord, 
when did I see Thee hungry, and sick, and in prison?’’ he asked. But 
even as he put his question, urged by his deep humility, its answer was 
on the instant all around the simple hermit. A multitude of shining 
souls was gathered there in that place of eternal reckoning, clad in 
festal robes, light crowning their heads and the glory of God’s peace 
upon their faces. One and all they turned to Simon, and each with 
grateful voice proclaimed some service of soul or of body, or both, 
done to them by Simon, the humble hermit, with no merit but his life 
of holiness and grace. Graces won, temptations conquered, sin repented 
of, vocations to the religious life granted in answer to Simon’s prayer; 
the healing of enmities, the curing of soul and body, cheer and comfort 
for all whom he had ever met; such was the answer to his questioning 
of his Lord. For in these, his many brethren, Simon had ministered 
indeed to Him, and now at last he saw that which he had never dared 
to hope for. “So much as this? Oh, surely it cannot be!” he exclaimed 
in simple astonishment, as he gazed from the white-robed band about 
him to the smiling Face of Christ Himself... 
K ok oK 

When the Easter sun rose, bright and beautiful, bathing the 
eastern sky in a glory of crimson and gold, Simon, the hermit, passed 
from death to life, with joy unspeakable in his heart and with a trans- 
figured countenance which bespoke the welcome his soul received on 
the threshold of eternity from the Savior whom he had served so long 
and so faithfully. 

hope 


Explanation of our Cover Design 


ND they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of Him that was 
A prized." Thus spoke the prophet Jeremias as though in vision beholding 

the cowardly act of treason whereby Judas sold our Blessed Savior to 
the Jews for thirty pieces of silver. (Matt. xxvii. 9.) This theme forms the 
motif of our cover design for March. There we see depicted the various 
instruments of the Passion. In the background looms large the Cross, upon 
which Our Savior gave His life for the salvation of men. In the central 
portion of the Cross has been placed the money bag, symbolic of the thirty 
pieces of silver which was the price paid for Jesus, the price “set upon His 
head” as is the common mode of expression. Hence the design shows. the 
money bag in the place where the head of Our Savior rested upon the Cross. 
Surrounding the money bag is the crown of thorns, with which Jesus was 
crowned by the soldiery in mockery as the King of the Jews. The dice 
appearing in the upper right hand corner of the design call to mind the scene 
beneath the Cross when the soldiers cast lots for His garments. The three 
nails at the upper left, and just beneath them the hammer, the tongs and the 
spear, with the scourges and sponge in the lower right hand, remind us of 
the many instruments of torture used to inflict pain upon our Divine Savior. 
Ah, how truly may it not be said that there was no portion of our Blessed 
Lord's sacred Body which did not suffer for us during His redeeming Passion, 
and more especially as He hung upon the Cross! 
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I Have Shared My Savings 
With Jesus! 





ATHER Julian Eymard, the great lover of the Blessed 
Sacrament, once wrote the following lines to one 
who was aiding him in the establishment of a new 
foundation of his congregation of priest-adorers: “Suffer 
everything, provided that our great King reigns; brave 
all sacrifices, provided that we win for Him one more 
throne. Everything for the Master! For the servant, 

the joy of serving Him.” These words bespeak the burning love for 

Jesus Eucharistic which filled his own heart, that love which drew many 

other souls also to a true devoted service of the King of kings. Father 

Eymard continued: “Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is King; He is 

living, not dead. Give Him, then, a worship that is both vital and 

royal... If a king were to pass through the streets of a city and no 
one acclaimed nor greeted him, could you call him a king? No! He 
would be only an illustrious stranger. Here, then, in the Eucharist is 
our Lord and King. Must He not receive the public homage due Him?” 

In the humble little chapel of Perpetual Adoration of our founda- 
tion in Tucson, Arizona, we have been striving to give to our Eucharistic 

Savior public homage in as worthy a manner as possible. Many, many 

devoted lay-persons have delighted to unite with the Sisters in their 

endeavor to praise and adore, love and console the Sacred Heart hidden 
beneath the Sacramental appearances. But alas! the chapel has proved 
too small to accommodate them upon many an occasion. Since the 
need of a larger chapel was pressing, we commenced to erect a new 
sanctuary and convent, which, as our dear readers are aware, are now 
in the process of construction. The work proceeds rather slowly, but 
it is going forward nevertheless, and we eagerly await the day when 
our Blessed Savior may be more fittingly enshrined to receive the 
homage which will be offered to Him by the many devout adorers in 

Tucson. Surely this gift of loving hearts must be a consolation to 

Him, as He looks out over the wide world, so cold and indifferent for 

the most part to His abiding presence upon earth! And it is this 

thought which has spurred us on to commence an undertaking which, 
naturally speaking, would have seemed almost beyond our power of 
accomplishment. But we know that He must be with us, since it is 
done solely for His honor and glory, and if He is with us, how can 
we fail? 

Many sacrificial gifts of love have testified to the interest our 
good friends have taken in this undertaking. We have appreciated 
more than we can ever express the aid which has been so willingly 
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bestowed. Only the recording angels and God Himself can know what 
have been the sacrifices which have been laid, as so many foundation 
stones, to form the new sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in Tucson. 

Realizing that one of the salutary Lenten practices is the giving 
of alms, we beg to bring to the attention of our dear readers the need 
which is very great for the completion of the convent and chapel of 
Perpetual Adoration in Tucson. Again, let us draw from the writings 
of Father Eymard, who said upon one occasion: “We must give to the 
poor, must we not? Now, our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament is the 
poorest of the poor. Moreover, the more generous we are toward Him, 
the greater will be the profit which the suffering members of His 
Mystical Body will derive from our generosity. How consoling, more- 
over, for a loving soul to be able to say: Jt is with God Himself that I 
share my savings, my bread, the fruit of my labors. May yours, dear 
friends, be the consolation of often saying: ‘I have given to Our Lord.’ ” 


otopope 


go are often used in a sym- 


bolic sense in the Church's 
liturgy. Light and fire are, above all, 
symbols of the Divinity; for as Holy 
Scripture says, God is Light and Fire. 

The burning candle is also an ideal 
symbol of the spiritual life of the soul. 
The wax, transformed as it were, into 
light, may be regarded as a symbol of 
the soul, which, illumined by the grace 
of the Holy Ghost, symbolized by the 
fire, is transformed into the likeness of the sanctity and justice of God, and 
changed into a shining image of God. The refining power of fire may also 
enter into consideration as a symbol of atonement and purification. 

In the New Testament, light, and hence also the burning candle, is above 
all a symbol of Christ, the Light of the world — the Light which as Saint 
John says, enlightens every man who comes into the world. He gave to us 
the light of faith and of grace, and by His death on the Cross earned for us 
supernatural light, whereby He acquired for us the right to eternal light and 
the inexhaustible brightness of glory. 

You can offer a most fitting tribute of love and gratitude to our Risen 
Savior by having a wax candle burned before His Eucharistic throne during 
the holy Easter time. At the same time your candle will plead with Him 
for the graces and blessings you and your loved ones petition from His Sacred 
Heart. 

For an offering of 50 cts. a large wax candle will be burned a day and a 
night before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed in any one of our three 
Eucharistic Sanctuaries; for $3.50, one week; and for $12.00, an entire month. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





— 
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. St. Gertrude and the Poor Souls 








MONG the many virtues practiced in an exalted degree 
by the holy Benedictine virgin, St. Gertrude, was a 
tender compassion for the poor souls in purgatory, and 
a generous and loving charity in their behalf. So great 
was her solicitude for these poor suffering members of 
the Mystical Body of Christ that she offered to God all 
the satisfactory value of her good works for their benefit. 
It was her custom to renew this offering each morning. 
In order to make her act of charity still more perfect and acceptable, 
she begged Our Lord to point out to her the souls that suffered most, 
in order that she might redouble her zealous and loving practices for 
their release. Many of these souls appeared to her in their glory, 
thanked her for her assistance, and promised to remember her gratefully 
in heaven. 

When the hour of St. Gertrude’s death approached, the demon 
appeared to her and mocked her, saying: “How vain thou art! and how 
cruel thou hast been to thyself! For what greater pride can there be 
than to wish to pay the debts of others without paying one’s own? 
Now — now we will see the result; when thou art dead thou wilt pay 
for thyself in the fires of purgatory, and I will laugh at thy folly 
whilst thou weepest for thy pride.” 

While the holy virgin was reflecting upon these words, her Divine 
Spouse approached and consoled her, saying: “In order that you may 
know how agreeable your charity for the souls of the departed has 
been to Me, I remit to you now all the pains of purgatory which you 
might have suffered; and as I have promised to return you a hundred- 
fold, I will further increase your celestial glory abundantly, giving 
you a special recompense for the charity which you have exercised 
towards My beloved souls in purgatory by renouncing in their favor 
your works of satisfaction.” 

During the lifetime of the saint, Our Lord frequently permitted 
souls to appear to her, to make known their condition and to implore 
her aid. Often, too, Our Lord Himself made known to her the state of 
departed souls and the benefits they derived from her suffrages. 

On one occasion St. Gertrude prayed most fervently for a certain 
Lay Brother who had just died, and besought Our Lord to reward 
abundantly, according to the multitude of His mercies, the services 
which the Brother had so faithfully rendered to the Community. Our 
Savior deigned to reply: “I have rewarded him for his fidelity in three 
ways, in answer to the prayers of the congregation. From his natural 
benevolence, he took the greatest pleasure in conferring favors on 
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others, and I have renewed in him all this pleasure for each act of 
kindness which he performed. I have also accumulated in his soul 
all the gratification and joy which he obtained for others by these acts 
of benevolence — such as giving a child a toy, a poor person an alms, 
a sick person some fruit, or any other relief; and lastly, I have made 
him rejoice exceedingly, on account of the approbation which I have 
manifested for these actions, and I will soon supply all that he needs 
to attain perfect felicity.” 

At another time, when the saint prayed for the repose of the soul 
of Brother Herman, another Lay Brother lately deceased, she inquired 
what his state was. By Our Lord’s permission the soul appeared to her 
wearing a sad and dejected expression on his countenance. St. Gertrude 
asked the Brother for what fault he suffered most. He replied: “For 
self-will and for clinging to my own opinion. When I did any kind- 
ness for others, I would not do as they wished, but as I wished myself; 
and so much do I suffer for this, that if the mental agonies of all 
mankind were united in one person, that person would not endure more 
than I do at present.” 

“What remedy will be most efficacious for you?” St. Gertrude 
asked. The soul replied: “To perform acts of the contrary virtue, and 
to avoid committing the same fault.” “But in the meantime,” inquired 
St. Gertrude, “what will afford you the greatest relief?” He answered: 
“The fidelity which I practiced towards others when on earth consoles 
me most. The prayers which are offered continually for me by my 
friends solace me as good news would solace a person in affliction. 
Each tone of the chant at Mass, or in the vigils which are said for me, 
seems to me as a most delicious refection. All that is done for me by 
others, with a pure intention for God’s glory, such as working, and 
even sleeping or eating, affords me great relief and shortens my suf- 
ferings, on account of the fidelity with which I labored for others.” 

On another occasion, when St. Gertrude recited the Our Father 
for the same soul, she observed, to her extreme surprise, that his suf- 
ferings appeared greatly increased when she repeated the words: “For- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.” 
As she inquired the reason of this suffering, he replied: “When I was 
in the world, I offended God frequently by my unwillingness to forgive 
those who injured me in any way. Even when I had forgiven them, 
I showed my resentment by a grave manner when I met them; and I 
suffer for this whenever these words are repeated for me.” “And how 
long will you suffer thus?” inquired the saint. The soul replied: “I 
shall suffer until I am entirely purified; but henceforward, by the 
mercy of God, whenever you say this prayer for me, I shall obtain 
great relief thereby.” 
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Little Lovers’ League 





AY our glorious, risen Savior bless each of our Eucharistic 
Knights and Handmaids at this blessed Eastertide! What 
a happy time it will be for you, if you have been faithful 
and generous in bringing little sacrifices for love of Him 
during Lent! When we really stop to think that He 
suffered and died to obtain the forgiveness of our sins 
and to win for us the right to eternal life, we should 

certainly try to show Him every mark of our gratitude and love. Easter 

is the feast of the great triumph of Jesus — His triumph over life and 
death, His glorious resurrection to an everlasting life in the realms cf 
heaven. This feast should be a great inspiration to us, for if Jesus has 
arisen to everlasting life, it is that He may give us a share in that same 

Divine life. Let us tell Him at Easter that we rejoice with Him over 

His glorious triumph, and beg of Him the grace that we, too, may 

triumph over all the obstacles that we shall meet on our path to heaven. 

There are many different customs connected with the celebration 
of Easter. Some of these are very beautiful. In Russia, the country 
of which we now hear so much because it is the home of communism, 
Easter has always been kept with much solemnity. But now that the 
communist government is trying to blot out the very name of God, the 
people are prevented in many places from carrying out these pious 
practices. Reading about them may, however, be an encouragement for 
you, dear Little Lovers, to remember the Catholics in that unhappy 
country in your prayers, so that they may again be allowed to practice 
their holy religion. 

In Russia, the Church services during Lent are many and long. 
The people fast and abstain according to very strict rules: they eat no 
meat nor fish, no milk, nor anything made with milk, no eggs, no sugar 
nor candy. Their Lenten bread is made of water, salt and flour. Honey, 
raisins and vegetables make up most of their diet. Each week of Lent, 
beginning on Monday, the Russian Catholic attends two very long 
services every day, until at last Saturday arrives. Before going to 
church on that day, the members of the family gather together and each 
one separately bows deeply before the others saying the age-old 
formula: “In the name of Christ, forgive me if I have offended you.” 
And all make answer: “God will forgive you.” So on down from the 
oldest to the youngest of the family, servants and master alike plead 
for forgiveness. Then comes the Communion Day, on which no food 
is taken until twelve o’clock — for Mass in Russia lasts from two to 
three hours. Thus it is in penance, severe fasts, long prayers and 
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vigils that Lent passes. As Holy Week draws near, there is great activity 
in every household. Everything must be cleaned, washed, scrubbed. 
It is the greatest “cleaning time” of the year. All must be shining and 
clean for the great Day of the Resurrection. The kitchen, too, is a 
busy place, for Easter food has to be prepared ahead of time. The 
famous “koolitch,” or Rus- 
sian bread pastry, needs a 
great deal of kneading and 
working, and each member 
of the family takes a hand 
at it. The Paschal Cake is 
a curious Russian prepara- 
tion made of cottage cheese, 
sugar, raisins, butter and 
eggs, all beaten up and then 
put in a form under a press. 
It comes out in a firm, square 
piece, eight or ten inches in 
size, with a cross and the 
letters J.C., which stand for 
Jesus Christ. 

Then, oh, joy! eggs are 
dyed! All the children, even 
the baby, take part in this 
festivity. These gaily colored 
eggs are the first notes of joy 
in the drab weeks of Lent. 
The Easter egg is a symbol 
of new life, and the Russian 
peasants particularly delight 
in this part of the Easter 
celebration. 

On the evening of Holy Thursday, the family goes in a body to 
the church. Each carries a slender wax candle. This is lighted during 
the long three-hour service of the “Forty Gospels,” when the life of 
Christ is read. After the ceremony everyone goes home, carefully 
carrying his lighted taper, anxious lest the wind should blow out the 
sacred flame which is brought home to light the perpetual vigil light 
burning before the family shrine. Then comes Good Friday. On this 
day the Russian Catholics do not work. Everyone goes to church, and 
in each church can be seen a silver casket covered with flowers. One 
after another the people come, kneel, kiss the cross on the casket, say 
a short prayer, and then move on to make room for the next comer. 





The Risen Savior appears to Mary Magdalen 
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In this procession a princess may follow a nursemaid, a laborer follow 
a high-ranking officer of the court, and so on —for at the symbolic 
grave of Christ there can be no distinction of persons or rank. 

Holy Saturday is still a day of fasting, broken only at midnight, 
for in Russia the service of the resurrection is held at that hour. Begin- 
ning at ten o’clock, the people, dressed in gay colors, make their way 
to the church. Motor cars with fashionable people also move toward 
the center of all attraction—the church. At last the service starts. 
A voice is heard proclaiming: “Christ is risen.” It is the priest who 
announces this in as loud a voice as possible. He is answered by the 
choir: “Verily, He is risen.” At the same moment, the church bells 
ring out loudly, freely, joyously. Then follows the religious service, 
after which each one must secure his own koolitch, Paska Cake and 
eggs which he brought to the church to be blessed during the services. 
Then all turn homeward singing happily that the time of fasting is 
over, but more so that Christ has truly risen. At home all is prepared 
for the celebration, with food sufficient for the three days of rest which 
follow. Then come the presents — for Easter is a time of gift-giving 
in Russia, as much as Christmas is in our own country... How would 
you like to celebrate Easter in the way the Russian children do, dear 
Little Lovers? 

Practice: When you read this little sketch, does it not make you 
want to pray fervently for the persecuted Catholics of Russia? Why 
not make that your practice for this month, including also the intention 
that the Catholics of our country may never be forced to give up their 
religious practices. And perhaps you will remember this intention also 


in your Easter Communion. Try to say the indulgenced ejaculation at 
least five times each day. 


Aspiration: Savior of the world, save Russia! 


Some interesting letters and suggestions are being received for our 
next contest, and we are sure that by the time the month is over we will 
have a good selection from which to choose. May we remind our dear 
little friends that the contest ends on March Ist? Last month some 
very good letters were received too late, and we were very sorry that 
these could not be included in our contest returns. 
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Redemption: — 
Devotion to the Holy Wounds 


Communications of Our Lord, regard- 
ing veneration of His Wounds, and 
the fruit of this devotion. 10¢ 
Devotion to the Holy Face 
Meditations on Our Savior’s Coun- 
tenance. Many prayers. 5¢ 
Wonders of the 
Miraculous Crucifix 


Relates the wonderful manifestations 
on the Crucifix in the church of 
Limpias, Spain. 10¢ 
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Greater Love 
Hath Ylo Man 


than that He lay down 
His life for His friend. 


Our Savior's Passion was for us the source of all blessings and 
graces. By it we have been given the right to eternal life. The follow- 
ing booklets will help you to a deeper understanding of the sufferings 
of our Divine Savior and to a greater gratitude for the gift of 


The Guard of Honor 
and the Holy Hour 


Explains these devotions; reflections 
and prayers. 5¢ 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Touching reflections on Our Savior’s 
sufferings. Many prayers. 5¢ 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
Explains the veneration of the Blood 
of Christ. Mass of the Precious 
Blood and many prayers. 10¢ 


Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain 
An artistic 16-page brochure containing four views of the Limpias 
Crucifix, touching reflections on the Passion and prayers. Printed 
on fine art paper, size 4%x7% in, (When ordering separately, 
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SPECIAL OFFER 


Those who purchase all the booklets as listed above will be 
entitled to receive FREE at their choice either a copy of our brochure 
THE WAY OF THE CROSS (contains a meditation on each of the 
fourteen Stations) or a folder showing three views of the Limpias 
Crucifix mounted attractively for desk, dresser or table. 





Buy these booklets! READ them and PASS THEM ON where they 
will do good! 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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[norease YGour Devotion 
to the Dlessed Virgin Jjary 
by reading the following booklets: — 


Devotion to Mary 
Shows advantages of this devotion; 
Mary’s power; prayers. 10¢ 
Under Mary’s Mantle 


Mary’s protection all 
10¢ 


Reflections on 
during our life. 


DeMontfort’s Devotion to Mary 


A “secret”’ prac- 


tical application. 


of untold graces; 
10¢ 


Communion Devotions in 
Union with Mary 
A beautiful collection of prayers 
before and after Holy Communion; 
also Communion Mass. 5¢ 


in life and after death. 





Mary, Mother of God 


The incarnation; Mary’s great privi- 
lege; prayers most pleasing to her. 
10¢ 

Mary, Our Mother 


Mary, our true Mother and advocate 
10¢ 
Mary’s Seven Sorrows 
meditation on each of 
Mary’s dolors, with illustrations. 
Mass prayers. 10¢ 

Devotion to the Mother 

of Sorrows 

Tells of graces flowing from 
devotion; prayers. 10¢ 


A touching 


The Rosary, My Treasure 


An inspiring treatise on the excellence, power and beauty 


of the Rosary. 
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SPECIAL OFFER 


With the purchase of each complete set of the above booklets, 


we will give FREE one copy of our excellent pamphlet THE 
MASS. 
recommended by clergy and laity, and has already accomplished 


TREASURES OF THE 


much good. 


BUY these booklets! 


|: 


This book has been highly | 


READ them and PASS THEM ON! 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





